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Montserat, a place I had heard much talk of, which had filled me with a longing desire to see it To say truth, I had been told such extravagant things of the place, that I could hardly impute more than one-half of it to anything but Spanish rhodomontadoes, the vice of extiavagant exaggeration being too natuial to that nation,
Montserat is a rising lofty hill, in the very middle of a spacious plain, in the pimcipality of Catalonia, about seven leagues distant from. Barcelona to the westward, somewhat inclining to the noith At the very fiist sight, its oddness of figure promises something extraordinary, and even at that distance the prospect makes somewhat of a grand appearance hundieds of aspiring pyramids, presenting themselves all at once to the eye, look, if I may be allowed so to speak, like a little petrified forest, or, rather, like tlie awful ruins of some capacious structure, the labour of venerable antiquity The nearer you approach, the moie it affects , but, till you are very near, you can hardly foirn in your mind anything like what you find it when you come close to it Till just upon it, you would imagine it a peifeet hill of steeples, but so intermingled with trees of magnitude, as well as beauty, that your admiration can never be tued, or your curiosity sui feited Such I found it on my approach , yet much less than what I found it was, so soon as I entered upon the veiy premises
Now that stupendous cluster of pyramids affected me in a manner diffeient to all before, and I found it so finely gt ouped with veidant groves, and here and there mteispeised with nspiiing but solitaiy tiees, that it no way lessened my admnahon, while it incieased my delight These ti ees, which I call solitary, as standing angle, in opposition to the numerous gioves, which are close and thick (as I observed when I ascended to take a view of the several ceils), nt>e generally out of the veiy chfts of the mam rock, with nothing, to appearance, but a soil or bed of stone foi then nuituie But though some lew naturalists may asseit, that the nitie in the stone may affoid a due propoition of nourishment to tiees and vegetables , these, in ray opinion, wcie all too beautiful, thoir baik, leaf, and flowers, earned too fair a face of health, to allow them even to be the fostei-children of rock and stone only
Upon this hill, or, if you please, grove of rocks, are thuteen